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England's way of doing things, and is exactly what she did
in the China-Japan affair. Where the Japanese failed at
Geneva was in their inability to see through this trick.
England and the China affair.
What did England really want in this dispute between
Japan and China ? She had three main objects :
(i) To uphold the Convention of the League of Nations,
the Washington Treaty, and the No-War Pact.
(if) To preserve the territorial integrity of China.
(Hi) To   maintain   her   own   political   and   economic
supremacy in China.
Of these, the first was to preserve peace in Europe and
to protect her world-wide interests, and the second and
third to help her to retain the pre-eminence she had suc-
ceeded in attaining in China. She was prepared silently
to acquiesce in Japanese activities only so long as they did
not violate these three principles. Once they did so in the
least degree, she moved other countries to oppose them
and, if she thought that they directly affected any of her
major interests, took the lead herself. It is of the first
importance to an understanding of England's behaviour
in the affair with China that this fact should be fully
appreciated.
Upholding the Treaties of Peace,
As will be seen from the instances cited below, England
has steadfastly and continuously opposed Japan's action and
claims in China, under cover of upholding the League of
Nations, the No-War Pact, and similar Treaties of Peace.
Although The Times has upon occasion shown in very fair
articles a certain amount of sympathy for Japan, its general
tone is anti-Japanese. The two following articles may be taken
as representing its views. One appeared directly after the
League had invited America to act as 'Observer', in ac-
cordance with the thirteen-to-one resolution : the other was
published when it was confirmed that Japan had with-
drawn from the League.
Is force to rule the relations between States or are they to be
governed by arbitration and judicial settlement ? In other words,
are we to follow the methods of the new diplomacy or those of